SOUTH WEST PEAK ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA 



CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 
Introduction 



1 . The Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) Scheme was 
introduced by the Ministry in 1987 to help safeguard areas 
of the countryside where the landscape, wildlife or historic 
interest is of national importance. There are at present 10 
ESAs in different parts of England. A further 12 will be 
introduced over the next two years . 

2. In November 1991 the Minister announced his intention 
to designate an area based on the moorland of the South West 
Peak. This document outlines proposals for the introduction 
of the new ESA in the summer of 1992. 

The Area 



3 . The proposed area to be covered by the ESA is shown on 
the map at the end of this document. It extends to some 
33,600 hectares and would include the gritstone moorland, 
moorland fringe and farmed upland of the south western 
corner of the Peak District National Park. In addition, it 
would cover similar land adjoining the National Park, 
including Ipstone Edge which is the southernmost outcrop of 
gritstone moorland and unimproved land in the Pennines . 

4. The central area of moorland consists of a mosaic of 
dwarf-shrub heath, acidic grassland and blanket bog with 
heather the dominant dwarf-shrub on the better drained 
soils. The landscape is open and remote. Within it there 
are narrow incised valleys and craggy outcrops are common. 
Grassland occupies the lower slopes, where the gradient 
allows, and a ribbon of pasture or meadowland may occur 
where the valleys broaden. The moorland is host to a large 
and varied population of upland breeding birds. 
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5. The moorland fringe and farmed upland have a strong 
pattern of stone walls, farmsteads and field barns. The 
variations in vegetation type from unimproved to semi- 
improved and improved grassland reflect the past 
fluctuations in the intensity of farming. The unimproved 
grassland provides valuable bird feeding and nesting habitat 
and some meadowland contains a considerable diversity of 
plants. At lower altitudes the walls give way to hedges, 
with groups of trees and areas of deciduous woodland, 
principally on valley sides. These landscape patterns 
provide a network of important semi-natural habitats . 

6. Archaeological and historic features make a positive 
contribution to the character of the area, with many tumuli 
and historic field patterns among the particularly 
noticeable features . 

7. Traditional farming practices associated with sheep 
grazing, livestock rearing and dairying greatly influenced 
the development of the area as one of outstanding 
environmental importance. However, this is under threat 
from increases in stocking levels, particularly on moorland, 
leading to a decline in both the area and condition of 
heather and associated moorland species. Areas of rough 
grazing are under threat of improvement to carry more 
livestock, leading to loss of habitat for upland bird 
species. The traditional character of the fringing in-bye 
land is also changing as farming practices shift from 
hay-making to reliance on silage and greater use is made of 
fertilisers and slurry. However, there has been a decline 

in the maintenance of hedgerows, stone walls and traditional 
farm buildings. 
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Aims of the ESA 



8. In order to conserve and enhance the characteristic 
upland landscape and habitats, and to protect features of 
historic interest, it is proposed that the overall objective 
of the ESA should be to encourage management of heather 
moorland and fringing farmland in an extensive way, reducing 
grazing levels and encouraging traditional land management 
practices. Individual aims would be:- 

to maintain and enhance the moorland landscape 
particularly the heather; 

to maintain and enhance the area's rough grazing, 
unimproved pasture and meadow; 

to maintain and enhance the characteristic 

grassland landscape together with its pattern of 
drystone walls, hedges and traditional farm 
buildings ; 

to conserve the range of archaeological and 
historical features. 

How the ESA will work 



9 . The scheme will be open to those who farm the land in 
the designated area. It will be entirely voluntary. Those 
who wish to join it will enter into agreements with the 
Ministry which are binding and which last for ten years, but 
with the option of termination after five years. In return 
for entering into these agreements, farmers will receive an 
annual payment on each hectare of land within the ESA. The 
rates of payment will be announced when the scheme is 
finalised and opens for applications after the consultation 
period. Participants may in addition be eligible to receive 
grants towards the cost of carrying out a range of eligible 
works specified in a conservation plan. 
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10. The details of the proposed ESA scheme for the South 
West Peak are given in the Annex. 



Your views 



1 1 . Views are sought on the proposals for the new ESA 
contained in this document. Comments should be sent to: 

Mr D J Fuller 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

Room 349 
Nobel House 
17 Smith Square 
London SW1P 3 JR 

12. To be taken into account, comments should be received 
by 24 April 1992. 



Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

March 1992 
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ANNEX 



SOUTH WEST PEAK ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS 
PROPOSED MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS 

In order to achieve the aims identified in paragraph 8 of 
the consultation document it is proposed that the South West 
Peak ESA should have a set of basic management prescriptions 
covering the whole farm within the ESA boundaries (Tier 1 ) 
with which all applicants would be expected to comply plus 
optional, more stringent prescriptions applying to specified 
areas (Tier 2). Payments for Tier 2 would only be available 
on appropriate parts of the farm, subject to agreement with 
the Ministry. 



TIER 1 



Aim: 



to maintain and enhance the moorland landscape 
particularly the heather; 

to maintain and enhance the area’s rough grazing, 
unimproved pasture and meadow; 

to maintain and enhance the characteristic grassland 
landscape together with its pattern of drystone walls, 
hedges and traditional farm buildings; 

to conserve the range of archaeological and historical 
features . 
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All Land 



1 . MAINTAIN PERMANENT GRASSLAND AND: 

DO NOT EXCAVATE , PLOUGH, LEVEL OR RESEED, 

DO NOT EXCEED YOUR EXISTING LEVELS OF ORGANIC AND 
INORGANIC FERTILISERS AND LIMING PRACTICES. 

IF CUT, GRAZE THE AFTERMATH, 

DO NOT USE FUNGICIDES OR INSECTICIDES, 

DO NOT APPLY HERBICIDES, EXCEPT TO CONTROL SPEAR 
THISTLE, CREEPING OR FIELD THISTLE, CURLED DOCK, 
BROAD LEAVED DOCK OR RAGWORT. WHEN APPLYING 

HERBICIDES, ALWAYS USE A WEED WIPER OR SPOT 
TREATMENT . 

2. DO NOT REMOVE ANY HEDGES, WALLS OR BANKS OR PARTS 
THEREOF . 

3. MAINTAIN ALL YOUR STOCKPROOF WALLS AND HEDGES IN A 
STOCKPROOF CONDITION USING LOCAL TRADITIONAL MATERIALS 
AND PRACTICES. 

4. DO NOT INSTALL ANY NEW DRAINAGE SYSTEM OR SUBSTANTIALLY 
MODIFY ANY EXISTING DRAINAGE SYSTEM. 

5. IF YOU MAKE HAY IN A FIELD, YOU MUST CONTINUE TO DO SO 
AND NOT CONVERT TO SILAGE PRODUCTION. 

6. RETAIN AND MANAGE ALL FIELD, HEDGEROW AND STREAM- SIDE 
TREES . 
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7 ANY BRACKEN CONTROL MUST BE CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A PROGRAMME AGREED IN ADVANCE. WHERE BRACKEN 
CANNOT BE CONTROLLED BY MECHANICAL MEANS AND A 
HERBICIDE IS NECESSARY THEN ASULAM MUST BE USED. 

8. SHEEP DIP MUST BE DISPOSED OF SAFELY AND NOT SPREAD 
WHERE IT MAY AFFECT AREAS OF NATURE CONSERVATION VALUE. 

9. OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE WITHIN TWO YEARS OF THE START OF 
YOUR AGREEMENT ON THE MANAGEMENT OF EXISTING WOODLAND 
OR ON PROPOSALS TO PLANT ANY NEW WOODLAND. IF WITHIN 
TWO YEARS OF OBTAINING AN ESA AGREEMENT YOU GAIN 
APPROVAL FOR A WOODLAND MANAGEMENT GRANT UNDER THE 
FORESTRY COMMISSION'S WOODLAND GRANT SCHEME OR NATIONAL 
PARK'S FARM CONSERVATION SCHEME, YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A 
SUPPLEMENTARY ESA PAYMENT FOR LOSS OF GRAZING AND 

SHELTER . 

10. DO NOT DAMAGE, DESTROY OR REMOVE ANY FEATURE OF 
HISTORICAL VALUE OR INTEREST. 

1 1 . ANY WEATHERPROOF TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS WHICH YOU 
OWN OR ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MUST BE MAINTAINED IN A 
WEATHERPROOF CONDITION USING LOCAL TRADITIONAL 

MATERIALS AND PRACTICES. 

12. OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE ON SITING AND MATERIALS BEFORE 
CONSTRUCTING BUILDINGS, ROADS OR ANY OTHER ENGINEERING 
OPERATIONS WHICH DO NOT REQUIRE PLANNING PERMISSION OR 
PRIOR NOTIFICATION DETERMINATION BY THE LOCAL PLANNING 

AUTHORITY . 

Enclosed, unimproved grassland 

In addition to the above prescriptions the following 

prescriptions apply to all enclosed, unimproved grassland, 

including rough grazing. 

13. DO NOT EXCEED EXISTING STOCKING LEVELS. 
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14. DO NOT CHAIN HARROW, ROLL OR CARRY OUT ANY OTHER FORM OF 
CULTIVATION. 

15. DO NOT APPLY ANY INORGANIC OR ORGANIC FERTILISER OR 
LIME, SLAG OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO REDUCE SOIL 
ACIDITY. 

16. DO NOT GRAZE ANY LAND SO AS TO CAUSE POACHING, 
OVERGRAZING OR UNDERGRAZING. 

17. DO NOT CUT EXISTING AREAS OF RUSHES. 



Moorland 



All prescriptions under Tier 1 - All Land and enclosed 

unimproved grassland apply. In addition: 

18. DO NOT PLOUGH, LEVEL OR RESEED ANY OF YOUR MOORLAND. 

19. YOUR STOCKING LEVEL MUST NOT EXCEED 0.225 LIVESTOCK 
UNITS (1.5 EWES/FOLLOWERS PER HA) AND IN ANY CASE YOU 
MUST REMOVE ALL REPLACEMENT HOGGS AND 25% OF YOUR FLOCK 
OF OVER-WINTERING SHEEP BETWEEN 1 OCTOBER AND 31 MARCH. 

20. DO NOT ALLOW GRAZING BY CATTLE BETWEEN 1 OCTOBER AND 31 
MARCH . 

21. IN THE FIRST YEAR OF YOUR AGREEMENT, AGREE A PROGRAMME 
OF BURNING OR CUTTING OF YOUR MOORLAND VEGETATION TO 
SUIT THE SOIL AND VEGETATION CONDITION. 

22. DO NOT FENCE OPEN MOORLAND 
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23. ENSURE BY ADEQUATE SHEPHERDING THAT CATTLE AND SHEEP DO 
NOT TRESPASS ONTO NEIGHBOURING MOORLAND, GRAZE ONLY 
LIGHTLY AND DO NOT CONCENTRATE ON OR ADJACENT TO THOSE 
AREAS OF HEATHER VULNERABLE TO GRAZING PRESSURE 
INCLUDING HEATHER MARGINS AND AREAS OF RECENTLY BURNED 
HEATHER . 

24. ROTATE THE SITES OF SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING FOR SHEEP AND 
CATTLE AND RESTRICT TO AREAS AGREED IN ADVANCE. 



TIER 2 

HAY MEADOWS AND PASTURES 

Aim: To increase the area and nature conservation quality 

of hay meadows and pastures. 

All the Tier 1 All Land prescriptions apply. In addition: 



Both meadows and pastures 

1 . DO NOT APPLY INORGANIC OR PROCESSED ORGANIC FERTILISER, 
SLURRY PIG OR POULTRY MANURE. A SMALL DRESSING OF 
FARMYARD MANURE UP TO 21 TONNES PER HA (10 TONS PER 
ACRE) MAY BE APPLIED ONCE EVERY 3 YEARS. 

2. DO NOT APPLY LIME, SLAG OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO 
REDUCE SOIL ACIDITY. 

3. DO NOT GRAZE ANY LAND SO AS TO CAUSE POACHING, 
OVERGRAZING OR UNDERGRAZING. 
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Pastures 



1. DO NOT CHAIN HARROW, ROLL OR OTHERWISE CULTIVATE. 

2. DO NOT CUT EXISTING AREAS OF RUSHES. 

3 . THE STOCKING LEVEL MUST NOT EXCEED 0 . 6 LIVESTOCK UNITS 
(4 EWES, 0.6 COWS) PER HECTARE BETWEEN 1 APRIL AND 30 
JUNE. 

Meadows 



LAND TO BE MANAGED AS MEADOW MUST BE IDENTIFIED ON YOUR 
CONTRACT MAP AND MUST CONTINUE TO BE MANAGED AS SUCH 
FOR THE LENGTH OF YOUR AGREEMENT. 

HARROWING AND ROLLING OF MEADOWLAND MUST BE CARRIED OUT 
NO LATER THAN 31 MARCH. 

EXCLUDE STOCK FROM MEADOWS AT LEAST 7 WEEKS BEFORE THE 
FIRST CUT OF HAY OR SILAGE AND BY 15 MAY AT THE LATEST. 

ALL MEADOWS MUST BE CUT AND THE CROP REMOVED. THEY MUST 
NOT BE CUT FOR HAY BEFORE 15 JULY. THE CROP MAY BE CUT 
FOR SILAGE BUT NOT BEFORE 1ST AUGUST. 



jfcr. , 

WV* 

V'/ 
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TIER 2: HEATHER MOORLAND. 



Aim: 
All 
1 . 



To improve the area and condition of heather moorland. 
Tier 1 moorland prescriptions apply. In addition 

BETWEEN 1 APRIL AND 30 SEPTEMBER YOUR STOCKING LEVEL 
MUST NOT EXCEED 0.1 LIVESTOCK UNITS (0.7 EWES /FOLLOWERS 
PER HA) AND ALL SHEEP AND CATTLE MUST BE OFF WINTERED 
BETWEEN 1 OCTOBER AND 31 MARCH. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



CONSERVATION PLAN 



In order to complete the scheme, there will be a 
conservation plan designed to encourage specific capital 
works to enhance the environmental character of the area. 
Acceptance of any item into the plan will be at the 
discretion of the Ministry. 



The appropriate works are as follows: 

1 . THE PLANTING, LAYING AND RENOVATION OF HEDGES AND 

BANKS . 

2. THE PROVISION OR REBUILDING OF WALLS USING TRADITIONAL 
MATERIALS . 

3. THE RENOVATION OF TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS USING 
TRADITIONAL MATERIALS. 

4. THE RE-GENERATION OF SUPPRESSED HEATHER 

5. CONTROL OF BRACKEN. 

6. THE REVERSION OF LAND TO MOORLAND. 

7. THE CREATION OF FLORISTICALLY RICH MEADOWS, TREE 

PLANTING, THE CONTROL OF SCRUB AND OTHER WORKS, 
INCLUDING WORKS TO PROTECT HISTORIC SITES, AS APPROVED 
BY THE MINISTER TO ENHANCE THE ENVIRONMENT. 
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LAKE DISTRICT ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA 



CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 
Introduction 



1 . The Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) Scheme was 
introduced by the Ministry in 1987 to help safeguard areas 
of the countryside where the landscape, wildlife or historic 
interest is of national importance. There are at present 10 
ESAs in different parts of England. A further 12 will be 
introduced over the next two years . 

2. In November 1991 the Minister announced his intention 
to designate an area in the Lake District. This document 
outlines proposals for the introduction of the new ESA in 
the summer of 1992. 

The Area 



3. The proposed area to be covered by the ESA is shown on 
the map at the end of this document. It extends to some 
241,000 hectares and will be the largest ESA in England. It 
is based on the fells of the National Park but also includes 
upland areas which adjoin the Park and are very close in 
character to the land inside the Park boundary. 

4. The central mountain block contains the spectacular 
high fells with their crags, tarns and extensive areas of 
sheep grazing on mosaics of upland grassland and heather. 
The wild character is particularly strong where there are 
few signs of agricultural improvement, few walls, fences, 
trees or man-made structures. On the lower fells there are 
large tracts of grassland and rough grazing often strewn 
with boulders. Isolated farmsteads are identified by 
shelter trees and small walled or fenced enclosures for 
livestock . 
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5. Wooded fellsides and areas of enclosed grazing lie on 
the steep sided narrow valleys and on the shelf land in 
between. The landscape consists of a mix of rock outcrops, 
rough grazing, and semi-improved pasture, traditional stone 
walls, scattered trees and semi-natural broadleaved 
woodland . 

6. The lower enclosed farmland areas are very mixed in 
character. Undulating and irregular, their land cover is a 
mix of rough grazing, scrub, semi-improved pasture and 
wetland vegetation. There is a blend of walls and hedges, 
with broadleaved and mixed woodland . 

7 . On the flat valley bottoms and around lakeheads in the 
narrower valleys there are important areas for wildlife in 
the semi-natural grassland and broadleaved woodland, lowland 
mires and wetland vegetation. Well maintained walls are 
again a feature, together with some hedges. 

8. The area has a higher number of internationally 
important upland plant communities and breeding bird species 
than any other upland area in England. These are 
particularly associated with the montane heaths of fell 
summits and the heather moorland mosaics at lower altitudes. 
The remaining herb-rich meadows and pastures, the wetlands 
and the woodland are also very important wildlife habitats. 

9. The archaeological and historic interest is extensive. 
There are stone and earth henges and circles, cairns, the 
remains of hillforts, earthworks and ancient field systems 
as well as the numerous more recent vernacular buildings and 
walls . 

10. Much of the environmental value of the area is the 
result of agricultural activity over many generations . The 
pattern and nature of vegetation types is largely the result 
of centuries of grazing . Other landscape elements such as 
drystone walls and hedges are a product of traditional 
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farming systems and responsibility for their continued 
maintenance rests with the farmer. But the costs are high 
and recent developments in farming practices have led to 
changes . Greatly increased sheep numbers and higher 
stocking densities are damaging and diminishing the area of 
semi-natural vegetation and leading to overgrazing of the 
fells, particularly the heather moorland and montane 
heaths. Much of the broadleaf woodland is no longer managed 
and is used extensively for grazing and shelter. 
Consequently such woodland is not regenerating. On the 
in-bye a change from hay to big bale silage is dramatically 
reducing the number of traditional meadows. There is 
economic pressure for further agricultural improvement by 
drainage, reseeding or fertiliser applications, and in some 
areas there is inadequate hedge and wall maintenance. 

Aims of the ESA 



11. In order to conserve and enhance the characteristic 
lakeland landscape and habitats, and to protect features of 
historic interest, it is proposed that the aims of the ESA 
should be: 



to maintain and enhance the character of the fells 
including, in particular, the areas of heather and 
montane heaths and other semi-natural upland 
habitats ; 

to maintain and enhance traditional lakeland 
landscape features such as the drystone walls and 
woodland; 

to maintain and enhance the nature conservation 
quality of grassland; 

to conserve archaeological and historical 
features . 
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How the ESA will work 



12. The scheme will be open to those who farm the land in 
the designated area. It will be entirely voluntary. Those 
who wish to join it will enter into agreements with the 
Ministry which are binding and which last for ten years, but 
with the option of termination after five years. In return 
for entering into these agreements, farmers will receive an 
annual payment on each hectare of land within the ESA. In 
the case of common land, participation will be dependant 
upon all those with relevant rights entering a joint 
agreement. The rates of payment will be announced when the 
scheme is finalised and opens for applications after the 
consultation period. Participants may in addition be 

eligible to receive grants towards the cost of carrying out 
a range of eligible works specified in a conservation plan. 

13. The details of the proposed ESA scheme for the Lake 
District are given in the Annex. 

Your views 

14. Views are sought on the proposals for the new ESA 
contained in this document. Comments should be sent to: 

Mr D J Fuller 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

Room 349 

Nobel House 

1 7 Smith Square 

London SW1P 3 JR 

15. To be taken into account, comments should be received 
by 24 April 1992. 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

March 1992 
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ANNEX 



LAKE DISTRICT ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA 
PROPOSED MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS 

In order to achieve the aims identified in paragraph 11 of 
the consultation document, it is proposed that the Lake 
District ESA should have a basic prescriptions covering the 
whole farm (Tier 1 ) with which all applicants would be 
expected to comply plus optional, more stringent 

prescriptions applying to particular areas (Tier 2). 
Payments for Tier 2 would only be available on appropriate 
parts of the farm, subject to agreement with the Ministry. 

TIER 1 : 

Aim: 



to maintain and enhance the character of the fells 
including, in particular, the areas of heather and 
montane heaths and other semi-natural upland habitats; 

to maintain and enhance traditional lakeland landscape 
features such as the drystone walls and woodland; 

to maintain and enhance the nature conservation quality 
of grassland; 

to conserve archaeological and historical features. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



All land 



1 . DO NOT GRAZE ANY LAND SO AS TO CAUSE POACHING, 

OVERGRAZING OR UNDERGRAZING. 

2. DO NOT USE FUNGICIDES OR INSECTICIDES. 

3. DO NOT APPLY HERBICIDES EXCEPT TO CONTROL BRACKEN, 
NETTLES, SPEAR THISTLE, CREEPING OR FIELD THISTLE, 
CURLED DOCK, BROADLEAVED DOCK OR RAGWORT. WHEN 
APPLYING HERBICIDES ALWAYS USE A WEED WIPER OR SPOT 
TREATMENT . 

4. ANY BRACKEN CONTROL MUST BE CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A PROGRAMME AGREED IN ADVANCE. WHERE BRACKEN 
CANNOT BE CONTROLLED BY MECHANICAL MEANS AND THE USE OF 
HERBICIDE IS NECESSARY THEN ASULAM MUST BE USED. 

5. SHEEP DIP MUST BE DISPOSED OF SAFELY AND NOT SPREAD 
WHERE IT MAY AFFECT AREAS OF NATURE CONSERVATION VALUE. 

6. DO NOT CUT OR SPRAY EXISTING AREAS OF RUSHES WITHOUT 
PRIOR CONSENT. 

7. DO NOT REMOVE ANY LARGE BOULDERS, ROCK OUTCROPS OR 
LIMESTONE PAVEMENT FROM YOUR LAND. 

8. DO NOT INFILL EXISTING NATURAL DEPRESSIONS OR REMOVE 
HEDGEROW BANKS. 

9. DO NOT INSTALL ANY NEW DRAINAGE SYSTEM, SUBSTANTIALLY 
MODIFY ANY EXISTING DRAINAGE SYSTEM OR UNDERTAKE 
GRIPPING. 

10. MAINTAIN STOCKPROOF WALLS, HEDGES AND VERTICAL SLATE 
WALLING IN A STOCKPROOF CONDITION USING TRADITIONAL 
MATERIALS . 
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1 1 . ANY WEATHERPROOF TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS WHICH YOU 





OWN OR ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MUST BE MAINTAINED IN A 

WEATHERPROOF CONDITION USING TRADITIONAL MATERIALS. 


12. 


DO NOT DAMAGE, DESTROY OR REMOVE ANY FEATURES OF 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL OR HISTORICAL VALUE OR INTEREST. 


I 3 . 


OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE WITHIN TWO YEARS ON THE 
MANAGEMENT OF EXISTING WOODLAND OR ON PROPOSALS TO 
PLANT ANY NEW WOODLAND . IF WITHIN TWO YEARS OF 
OBTAINING AN ESA AGREEMENT YOU GAIN APPROVAL FOR A 
WOODLAND MANAGEMENT GRANT UNDER THE FORESTRY 
COMMISSION’S WOODLAND GRANT SCHEME OR NATIONAL PARK’S 
COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION GRANT SCHEME, YOU MAY QUALIF £ 
FOR A SUPPLEMENTARY ESA PAYMENT FOR LOSS OF GRAZING AND 

SHELTER. 


14. 


RETAIN AND MANAGE INDIVIDUAL AND SMALL GROUPS OF TREES. 
MANAGE POLLARDED ASH AND SYCAMORE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
LOCAL CUSTOM. 


15. 


OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE ON SITING AND MATERIALS BEFORE 
CONSTRUCTING BUILDINGS, ROADS OR ANY OTHER ENGINEERING 
OPERATIONS WHICH DO NOT REQUIRE PLANNING PERMISSION OR 
PRIOR NOTIFICATION DETERMINATION BY THE LOCAL PLANNING 
AUTHORITY . 



TIER 1 : Enclosed Grassland 

All prescriptions under Tier 1 - All Land apply, 

addition:- 



16. 


DO NOT PLOUGH, LEVEL OR RESEED WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN 
APPROVAL . 



17. DO NOT CULTIVATE OR ROLL PASTURES . MEADOWS MAY BE 
CULTIVATED ONLY WITH A CHAIN HARROW OR ROLLER AS EARLY 
AS POSSIBLE IN THE SPRING AS SOON AS STOCK ARE REMOVED. 
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18. DO NOT EXCEED YOUR EXISTING LEVEL OF INORGANIC OR 
PROCESSED ORGANIC FERTILISER APPLICATION ON ANY 
INDIVIDUAL FIELD OR APPLY LIME OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE 
TO REDUCE SOIL ACIDITY WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL. 

19. APPLY ONLY FARMYARD MANURE OR SLURRY PRODUCED ON THE 

FARM, AND DO NOT EXCEED YOUR EXISTING LEVEL OF 

APPLICATION ON ANY INDIVIDUAL FIELD. PIG OR POULTRY 
MANURE MUST NOT BE APPLIED. 

20. DO NOT INCREASE YOUR EXISTING STOCKING LEVEL ON 

ENCLOSED UNIMPROVED LAND (INCLUDING INTAKE). 

TIER 1 : Moorland or Fell WITHOUT Heather 



All prescriptions under Tier 1 - All Land apply. In 

addition : - 



21. DO NOT EXCAVATE, PLOUGH, LEVEL OR RESEED ANY OF YOUR 
MOORLAND . 

22. DO NOT APPLY ANY TYPE OF ORGANIC OR INORGANIC 
FERTILISER OR LIME, SLAG OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO 
REDUCE SOIL ACIDITY. 

23. STOCK NUMBERS MUST NOT INCREASE BUT, IN ANY CASE, MUST 
NOT EXCEED 0.225 LIVESTOCK UNITS (1.5 EWES) PER 
HECTARE . 

24. ENSURE ADEQUATE SHEPHERDING TO AVOID OVERGRA 2 ING AND 
SHEEP TRESPASS ACROSS HEATHS. 

25. RESTRICT SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING OF LIVESTOCK TO AREAS 
AGREED IN ADVANCE. 

26. DO NOT FENCE OPEN MOORLAND. 
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TIER 1: Moorland or Fell WITH Heather^ 

All prescriptions under Tier 1 - All Land and Moorland 

without Heather apply. In addition: 

27. DO NOT GRAZE WITH CATTLE AND REMOVE ALL YOUR 

REPLACEMENT HOGGS AND 25% OF YOUR OVERWINTERING EWES 
FROM HEATHER MOORLAND BETWEEN 1 OCTOBER AND THE 
FOLLOWING 31 MARCH. 

28. DO NOT ALLOW A DRAFT FLOCK TO GRAZE THE MOORLAND AT ANY 
TIME. 

29. WITHIN 2 YEARS OF THE START OF YOUR AGREEMENT AGREE A 
PROGRAMME OF BURNING OR CUTTING OF YOUR MOORLAND TO 
SUIT THE SOIL AND VEGETATION CONDITION. 

30. ENSURE BY ADEQUATE SHEPHERDING THAT CATTLE AND SHEEP 
GRAZE ONLY LIGHTLY AND DO NOT CONCENTRATE ON OR 
ADJACENT TO THOSE AREAS OF HEATHER VULNERABLE TO 
GRAZING PRESSURE INCLUDING HEATHER MARGINS AND AREAS OF 
RECENTLY BURNED HEATHER. 

(1) Moorland or Fell with heather is defined as a grazing 
unit where the area of heather is greater than 25 ha or 
represents more than 25% of the area of the grazing 
unit. Heather is defined as Calluna vulgaris together 
with associated ericaceous dwarf shrub species such as 
bilberry ( Vaccinium myrtillus ) , crowberry ( Empetrum 
nigrum ) and cross-leaved heath ( Erica tetralix ) . 
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TIER 2 



MEADOWS 



Aim: To increase the area and improve the nature 

conservation quality of hay meadows. 

All Tier 1 A ll Land and Enclosed Grassland prescriptions 

apply . in addition: 

1 . LAND TO BE MANAGED AS MEADOW MUST BE IDENTIFIED ON YOUR 
CONTRACT MAP AND MUST CONTINUE TO BE MANAGED AS SUCH 
FOR THE LENGTH OF YOUR AGREEMENT. 

2. EXCLUDE STOCK FROM MEADOWS AT LEAST SEVEN WEEKS BEFORE 
CUTTING AND BY 15 MAY AT THE LATEST 

3. DO NOT CUT GRASS IN ANY YEAR BEFORE 1 JULY. ALL 
MEADOWS MUST NOT BE CUT BEFORE 23 JULY AT LEAST ONCE 
EVERY FIVE YEARS. THE CUT CROP MUST BE REMOVED AND THE 
AFTERMATH GRAZED. YOU MUST INDICATE YOUR PROPOSED JULY 
CUTTING PROGRAMME ON YOUR AGREEMENT MAP. 

4. GRASS CUT FOR SILAGE MUST BE WILTED AND TURNED BEFORE 
REMOVAL. 



5. DO NOT APPLY SLURRY. 

6. DO NOT APPLY INORGANIC OR PROCESSED ORGANIC FERTILISER. 

7. APPLY ONLY WELL ROTTED FARMYARD MANURE AND DO NOT 

EXCEED YOUR EXISTING LEVEL OF APPLICATION. IN ANY CASE 

DO NOT USE MORE THAN 12.5 TONNES OF FARMYARD MANURE PER 

HECTARE (5 TONS PER ACRE) PER YEAR AND APPLY IN A 
SINGLE DRESSING. 
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TIER 2: 



PASTURES AND WETLAND (including lowland mires) 



Aim: To increase the area and nature conservation quality 

of pastures and wetland. 

All Tier 1 All Land and Enclosed Grassland prescriptions 

apply. In addition: 

1 . LAND TO BE MANAGED AS TIER 2 PASTURE AND WETLAND MUST 
BE IDENTIFIED ON YOUR CONTRACT MAP AND MUST CONTINUE TO 
BE MANAGED AS SUCH FOR THE LENGTH OF YOUR AGREEMENT. 

2. DO NOT APPLY SLURRY. 

3. DO NOT APPLY INORGANIC OR PROCESSED ORGANIC FERTILISER. 

4. APPLY ONLY WELL ROTTED FARMYARD MANURE AND DO NOT 
EXCEED YOUR EXISTING LEVEL OF APPLICATION. IN ANY CASE 
DO NOT USE MORE THAN 12.5 TONNES OF FARMYARD MANURE PER 
HECTARE (5 TONS PER ACRE) PER YEAR AND APPLY IN A 
SINGLE DRESSING. 

5. THE STOCKING LEVEL MUST NOT EXCEED 0 . 6 LIVESTOCK UNITS 
(4 EWES) PER HECTARE BETWEEN 1 APRIL AND 30 JUNE AND 
THE SWARD MUST NOT BE DAMAGED BY POACHING, OVERGRAZING 
OR UNDERGRAZING. 

6. WHERE PASTURE AND WETLAND ADJOIN LAKES, PONDS OR 
WATERCOURSES, A GRAZING REGIME MUST BE AGREED. 
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TIER 2 : MOORLAND AND FELL 



Aim: To increase the area and improve the condition of 

heather, montane heath and associated semi-natural 

vegetation. 

A11 Tier 1 Moorland and Fell wi th and without Heather 
prescriptions apply. in addition: 

1. STOCK NUMBERS MUST NOT INCREASE BUT, IN ANY CASE, MUST 
NOT EXCEED 0.1 LIVESTOCK UNITS (0.7 EWES) PER HECTARE 
BETWEEN 1 APRIL AND 30 SEPTEMBER. 

2. FURTHER REDUCE YOUR EWE NUMBERS ON MOORLAND TO 0.07 
LIVESTOCK UNITS (0.5 EWES) PER HECTARE BETWEEN 1 
OCTOBER AND 31 MARCH. 
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10. CONSERVATION PLAN ITEMS 



In order to complete the scheme, there will be a 

conservation plan designed to encourage specific capital 
works to enhance the environmental character of the area. 

Acceptance of any item into the plan will be at the 
discretion of the Ministry. 

The appropriate works are as follows : - 



1 . THE PROVISION OF REBUILDING OF DRYSTONE WALLS AND 
VERTICAL SLATE WALLING USING TRADITIONAL MATERIALS. 

2. THE PLANTING AND LAYING OF HEDGES, INCLUDING BUILDING 
OF A HEDGE BANK WHERE APPROPRIATE. 

3. RE-INTRODUCTION OF COPPICE AND POLLARDING MANAGEMENT. 

4. THE RE-GENERATION OF SUPPRESSED HEATHER. 

5 . BRACKEN CONTROL . 

6. THE RENOVATION OF TRADITIONAL AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS, 
USING TRADITIONAL MATERIALS. 

7. THE CREATION OF FLOWER-RICH MEADOWS, TREE PLANTING AND 
OTHER WORKS INCLUDING WORKS TO PROTECT HISTORIC 
FEATURES APPROVED BY THE MINISTER TO ENHANCE THE 
ENVIRONMENT . 
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AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA 



CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 
Introduction 



1 . The Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) Scheme was 
introduced by the Ministry in 1987 to help safeguard areas 
of the countryside where the landscape, wildlife or historic 
interest is of national importance. There are at present 10 
ESAs in different parts of England. A further 12 will be 
introduced over the next two years. 

2. In November 1991 the Minister announced his intention 
to designate an ESA based on the grassland of the Hampshire 
Avon Valley. This document outlines proposals for the 
introduction of the ESA in the summer of 1992. It will be 
called the Avon Valley ESA. 

The Area 



3. The proposed area to be covered by the ESA is shown on 
the map at the end of this document. It consists of the 
valley of the River Avon south of Salisbury and extends to 
some 4,100 hectares. 



4. The Avon Valley has a traditional grassland character 
that has evolved over the centuries through the farming of 
its fertile flood plain. Its combination of extensive 
grassland, streams, hedges and woodland creates a varied 
lowland landscape of high value. The features of most 
historical interest are the remains of the water meadow 
systems. These are a link to the time when carefully 
controlled yearly flooding was an essential part of the 
farming system. 



5. Today, maintenance of high water levels is an important 
element in the conservation of the outstanding wildlife 
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interest within the flood plain of the Avon. The quality 
and variety of the habitats is recognised as being of high 
ecological significance, both nationally and 
internationally. The valley grasslands are particularly 
important for wintering wildfowl and breeding waders. Many 
of the meadows are very rich in flowers and the river system 
supports diverse communities of invertebrates and aquatic 
plants . 

6. Improvements to drainage systems, water abstraction, 
deterioration and levelling of the wet meadows have made the 
valley drier, permitted an increase in the use of 
fertilisers and the conversion of permanent pasture to 
arable. These changes are a continuing threat to the 
ecological value of the valley and in particular the 
habitats of the important bird and plant populations. 

Aims of the ESA 



7. In order to conserve and enhance the traditional 
valley grassland landscape and characteristic habitats, and 
to protect features of historic interest, it is proposed 
that the aims of the ESA should be: 

to maintain and enrich the wildlife of river 
valley grassland and its associated landscape 
features; 

to protect and enhance the wet grassland which is 
of particular value to wintering and breeding 
birds; 

to revert arable and ley grassland less than 5 
years old to permanent grassland; 

to conserve archaeological and historic features. 
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How the ESA will work 



8. The scheme will be open to those who farm the land in 

the designated area. It will be entirely voluntary. Those 
who wish to join it will enter into agreements with the 
Ministry which are binding and which last for ten years, but 

with the option of termination after five years. In return 

for entering into these agreements, farmers will receive an 
annual payment on each hectare of land within the ESA 

scheme. The rates of payment will be announced when the 

scheme is finalised and opens for applications after the 
consultation period. Participants may in addition be 
eligible to receive grants towards the cost of carrying out 
a range of eligible works specified in a conservation plan. 

9. The details of the proposed ESA scheme for the Avon 
Valley are given in the Annex. 

Your views 



1 0 . Views are sought on the proposals for the new ESA 
contained in this document. Comments should be sent to : - 

Mr D J Fuller 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

Room 349 

Nobel House 

1 7 Smith Square 

London SW1P 3 JR 

11. To be taken into account, comments should be received 
by 24 April 1992. 



Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

March 1992 
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ANNEX 



AVON VALLEY ESA 

PROPOSED MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS 

In order to achieve the aims identified in paragraph 7 of the consultation 
document, it is proposed that the Avon Valley ESA should have a set of basic 
management prescriptions covering all or any part of the farm's grassland 
entered into the Scheme (Tier 1) with which all participants would be expected 
to comply, plus optional, more stringent, prescriptions applying to specified 
areas (Tier 2) . Payments for Tier 2 would only be available on appropriate 
parts of the farm, subject to agreement with the Ministry. 

TIER 1 

Aim:- to maintain and enhance the nature conservation interest of the river 
valley grassland and its associated landscape features; 



to conserve historic and archaeological features. 



1 MAINTAIN GRASSLAND AND DO NOT PLOUGH, LEVEL OR RE-SEED THE LAND. 
DO NOT USE A CHAIN HARROW OR ROLLER BETWEEN 31 MARCH AND 1 JULY. 
NO OTHER FORM OF CULTIVATION IS ALLOWED. 

2 GRAZE WITH CATTLE, SHEEP OR PONIES BUT AVOID POACHING, 

UNDERGRAZING OR OVERGRAZING. DURING THE PERIOD 1 APRIL TO 31 MAY 
DO NOT EXCEED A STOCKING DENSITY OF 0.5 LU PER HECTARE. 

3 DO NOT TOP THE SWARD OR CUT THE GRASS FOR HAY OR SILAGE BEFORE 

8 JULY. WILT AND TURN THE GRASS BEFORE REMOVAL AND GRAZE THE 
AFTERMATH. 

4 DO NOT CUT OR TOP THE GRASS AFTER 31 AUGUST. 

5 DO NOT APPLY INORGANIC OR ORGANIC FERTILISERS AND DO NOT APPLY 

LIME, SLAG OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO REDUCE THE ACIDITY OF THE 
SOIL. 

6 DO NOT USE FUNGICIDES OR INSECTICIDES. 
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7 DO NOT APPLY HERBICIDES, EXCEPT TO CONTROL NETTLES, SPEAR THISTLE, 
CREEPING OR FIELD THISTLE, CURLED DOCK, BROAD-LEAVED DOCK OR 
RAGWORT. APPLY HERBICIDES BY MEANS OF A HAND HELD WEED WIPER OR 
SPOT TREATMENT WITH A KNAPSACK SPRAYER. 

8 RESTRICT SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING OF LIVESTOCK TO AREAS AGREED IN 
ADVANCE . 

9 DO NOT MOLE DRAIN, SUBSOIL OR INSTALL ANY NEW UNDER-DRAINAGE. 
DO NOT MODIFY ANY EXISTING DRAINAGE SYSTEM SO AS TO BRING ABOUT AN 
IMPROVEMENT. 

10 DO NOT REDUCE EXISTING WATER LEVELS AND MAINTAIN EXISTING WATER 
COURSES AND DITCHES IN ROTATION BY MECHANICAL MEANS NOT SPRAYS. 
DO NOT FILL IN ANY WATER COURSES OR DITCHES. SPOIL MUST BE 
LEVELLED AFTER ALLOWING TO DRY. 

11 RETAIN AND MANAGE HEDGES, TREES AND POLLARDED WILLOWS. STOCKPROOF 
HEDGES MUST BE MAINTAINED IN A STOCKPROOF CONDITION USING 
TRADITIONAL MATERIALS. 

12 RETAIN AND MANAGE PONDS AND LAKES. 

13 RETAIN AND MANAGE FEN HABITATS. 

14 DO NOT DAMAGE, DESTROY OR REMOVE ANY FEATURE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL OR 
HISTORICAL VALUE OR INTEREST. 

15 WITHIN 2 YEARS OF THE START OF THE AGREEMENT OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE 
ON THE MANAGEMENT OF BROAD-LEAVED WOODLAND TREES (INCLUDING ALDER 
CARR, SALLOW THICKETS, COPSES), SCRUB AND REED BEDS. 

16 OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE ON SITING AND MATERIALS BEFORE CONSTRUCTING 
BUILDINGS, ROADS, OR ANY OTHER ENGINEERING OPERATIONS WHICH DO NOT 
REQUIRE PLANNING PERMISSION OR PRIOR NOTIFICATION DETERMINATION BY 
THE LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY. 
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TIER 2 



WET GRASSLAND 



Aim:- to protect and enhance the ecological value of grassland which is of 
particular benefit to wintering and breeding birds. 



1 OBSERVE ALL THE REQUIREMENTS OF TIER 1 . 

2 WATER LEVELS IN DITCHES AND WATERCOURSES MUST, FROM 1 MAY TO 
30 NOVEMBER, BE MAINTAINED AT NOT MORE THAN 30 CMS (12 INCHES) 
BELOW MEAN FIELD LEVEL AND, FROM 1 DECEMBER TO 30 APRIL, EE 
MAINTAINED AT NOT LESS THAN MEAN FIELD LEVEL SO AS TO CREATE 
SHALLOW POOLS. 

TIER 2 

ARABLE REVERSION 



Aim: - to revert arable land and ley grassland less than 5 years old to 

permanent grassland. 

1 CEASE ARABLE PRODUCTION OR INTENSIVE GRASSLAND PRODUCTION AND 
ESTABLISH A PERMANENT GRASS SWARD WITHIN 12 MONTHS OF THE START OF 
THE AGREEMENT USING SUITABLE SPECIES CHOSEN FROM AN APPROVED LIST. 

2 DURING THE FIRST 12 MONTHS OF THE AGREEMENT DO NOT APPLY ANY OF 
THE FOLLOWING WITHOUT OBTAINING PRIOR APPROVAL: - 

(i) INORGANIC OR ORGANIC FERTILISERS 

(ii) LIME, SLAG OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO REDUCE THE ACIDITY OF 
THE SOIL 

(iii) FUNGICIDES OR INSECTICIDES OR HERBICIDES 
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3 CUT THE GRASS AND REMOVE AS HAY DURING THE FIRST 3' YEARS OF YOUR 
AGREEMENT AND GRAZE THE AFTERMATH. DO NOT CUT THE GRASS BEFORE 
8 JULY. 

4 FROM THE START OF THE AGREEMENT FOLLOW ALL THE TIER 1 GUIDELINES 

FROM "DO NOT MOLE DRAIN, SUBSOIL 

5 AFTER THE TWELVE MONTHS PERIOD YOU MUST ALSO FOLLOW THE REMAINING 
PRESCRIPTIONS IN TIER 1 . 
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CONSERVATION PLAN 



In order to complete the scheme, there will be a conservation plan designed to 
encourage specific capital works to enhance the environmental character of the 
area. Acceptance of any item into the Plan will be at the discretion of the 
Ministry. 

The appropriate works are as follows: 

1 THE PLANTING, LAYING AND COPPICING OF HEDGES 

2 REINTRODUCTION OF POLLARDING OF WILLOWS AND PLANTING OF WILLOWS 
FOR FUTURE POLLARDING 

3 THE CREATION OR IMPROVEMENT OF PONDS, DITCHES AND OTHER WORKS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE MAINTENANCE OF WATER LEVELS 

4 THE CONTROL OF SCRUB, SMALL GROUPS OF TREES AND REEDBEDS 

5 THE PROVISION OF FENCING TO PROTECT THE WILDLIFE INTEREST IN 
DITCHES 

6 WORKS TO PROTECT OR RESTORE HISTORICAL OR ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURES 
AND ANY OTHER WORKS AS APPROVED BY THE MINISTER TO ENHANCE THE 
ENVIRONMENT. 
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NORTH KENT MARSHES ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA 



CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 
Introduction 



1 . The Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) Scheme was 
introduced by the Ministry in 1987 to help safeguard areas 
of the countryside where the landscape, wildlife or historic 
interest is of national importance. There are at present 10 
ESAs in different parts of England. A further 12 will be 
introduced over the next two years . 

2. In November 1991 the Minister announced his intention 
to designate an ESA based on the grazing marshes of North 
West Kent. This document outlines proposals for the 
introduction of the ESA in the summer of 1992. It will be 
called the North Kent Marshes ESA. 

The Area 



3. The proposed area to be covered by the ESA is shown on 
the map at the end of this document. It extends to some 
14,700 hectares of coastal marshland stretching from 
Whitstable in the east to Gravesend in the west, split into 
4 blocks by the Medway and Swale rivers and built up areas. 

4 . Reclamation of the salt marshes and their conversion to 
grassland for low intensity sheep and cattle grazing bas 
created open, remote and exposed grassland landscapes 
protected by sea walls and drained by a network of winding 
freshwater and brackish ditches and dykes. 

5 . The marshes contain a range of habitats many of which 
are of great ecological significance. The area as a whole 
is of international importance for birds with significant 
populations of waders and wildfowl. It is also an important 
habitat for wetland invertebrates and plant communities. 
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6. Visible historic sites are comparatively rare but 
include saltworking mounds, old sea walls and ditch patterns 
of Saxon and Medieval farms. Prehistoric, Roman and 
Medieval sites lie buried in the alluvium, preserved by the 
anaer ob i c cond i t i ons . 

7. The character of the area and the significant wetland 

wildlife habitats it contains are very dependent on a 
pattern of farming based on traditional extensive livestock 
grazing. The environmental interest of the area is 
threatened through lowering of water levels, levelling of 
land, increased fertiliser usage and conversion to arable 
which is also bringing about fragmentation of the 

traditional grazing marsh. 

Aims of the ESA 

8. In order to retain a system of extensive grassland 
management which provides a valuable habitat for waders and 
wildfowl, to reduce the fragmentation of that habitat, to 
enhance the natural pastoral character of the landscape and 
to protect the historical interest of the area, it is 
proposed that the aims of the ESA should be: 

it# maintain and enhance the characteristic marsh 

grassland and its associated landscape features; 



to raise ditch water levels; 

to extend the area of permanent grassland by 
encouraging reversion from arable; 

to conserve the range of archaeological and 
historical features. 

How the ESA will work 

9. . The scheme will be open to those who farm the land in 
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the designated area. It will be entirely voluntary. Those 
who wish to join it will enter into agreements with the 
Ministry which are binding and which last for ten years, but 

with the option of termination after five years. In return 

for entering into these agreements, farmers will receive an 
annual payment on each hectare of land within the ESA 

scheme. The rates of payment will be announced when the 

scheme is finalised and opens for applications after the 
consultation period. Participants may in addition be 
eligible to receive grants towards the cost of carrying out 
a range of eligible works specified in a conservation plan. 

10. The details of the proposed ESA scheme for the North 
Kent Marshes are given in the Annex. 

Your views 



1 1 . Views are sought on the proposals for the new ESA 
contained in this document. Comments should ds sent to. 

Mr D J Fuller 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

Room 349 

Nobel House 

17 Smith Square 

London SW1 P 3 JR 

12. To be taken into account, comments should be received 
by 24 April 1992. 



Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

March 1992 
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ANNEX 



NORTH KENT MARSHES ESA 
PROPOSED MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS 

In order to achieve the aims identified in paragraph 8 of the consultation 
document , it is proposed that the North Kent Marshes ESA should have a basic 
set of management prescriptions covering the farm's grassland (Tier 1) with 
which all applicants would be expected to comply, plus optional, more 
stringent, prescriptions applying to water level management (Tier 1 
supplement) and arable reversion to grassland (Tier 2) . Payments for Tier 2 
would only be available on appropriate parts of the farm, subject to agreement 
with the Ministry. 

TIER 1 

This applies to all grassland, including grazing marsh and where appropriate, 
the sea wall. All or any part of a farm's grassland may be entered. 

Aims: - to maintain and enhance the characteristic marsh grassland and its 
associated landscape features; 

to raise ditch water levels; 

to conserve the range of archaeological and historic features. 

1 MAINTAIN EXISTING GRASSLAND AND DO NOT PLOUGH, LEVEL OR RE-SEED 
THE LAND. DO NOT USE A CHAIN HARROW OR ROLLER BETWEEN 31 MARCH 
AND 1 JULY. NO OTHER FORM OF CULTIVATION IS ALLOWED. 

2 GRAZE WITH CATTLE OR SHEEP OR BOTH BUT AVOID POACHING, 

UNDERGRAZING OR OVERGRAZING. DURING THE PERIOD 1 APRIL TO 31 MAY 
DO NOT EXCEED A STOCKING DENSITY OF 0.5 LU PER HECTARE. 

3 DO NOT CUT FOR HAY OR SILAGE OR TOP THE GRASS BEFORE 8 JULY OR 
AFTER 31 AUGUST IN ANY YEAR. 

4 IF YOU CUT GRASS FOR SILAGE, WILT AND TURN IT BEFORE REMOVAL AND 
GRAZE THE AFTERMATH. 
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5 RESTRICT SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING OF LIVESTOCK TO AREAS AGREED IN 
ADVANCE . 

6 DO NOT APPLY ORGANIC OR INORGANIC FERTILISER AND DO NOT APPLY LIME 
OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO REDUCE THE ACIDITY OF THE SOIL. 

7 DO NOT FILL IN ANY EXISTING DITCHES OR DYKES. 

8 MAINTAIN EXISTING DITCH WATER LEVELS. 

9 DO NOT ABSTRACT WATER FROM THE DITCHES FOR IRRIGATION OR OTHER 
PURPOSES . 

10 MAINTAIN DITCHES ON A ROTATIONAL BASIS BY MECHANICAL MEANS, NOT 
SPRAYS. SPREAD SPOIL ADJACENT TO THE DITCH AND LEVEL AFTER 
ALLOWING TO DRY. 

11 DO NOT INSTALL ANY NEW DRAINAGE SYSTEM OR MODIFY, TO BRING ABOUT 
AN IMPROVEMENT, ANY EXISTING UNDERDRAINAGE SYSTEM. 

12 RETAIN AND MANAGE PONDS AND REEDBEDS . 

13 DO NOT USE INSECTICIDES OR FUNGICIDES. 

14 DO NOT APPLY HERBICIDES EXCEPT TO CONTROL NETTLES, SPEAR THISTLE, 

CREEPING OR FIELD THISTLE, CURLED DOCK, BROADLEAVED DOCK OR 
RAGWORT. APPLY HERBICIDES BY MEANS OF A HAND HELD WEED WIPER OR 
SPOT TREATMENT WITH A KNAPSACK SPRAYER. 

15 MAINTAIN EXISTING GATES, GATEWAYS AND WING FENCES. 

16 RETAIN AND MANAGE EXISTING HEDGES AND TREES AND TREELINES. 

STOCKPROOF HEDGES MUST BE MAINTAINED IN A STOCKPROOF CONDITION 
USING TRADITIONAL MATERIALS. 

17 WITHIN 2 YEARS OF THE START OF THE AGREEMENT OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE 
ON THE MANAGEMENT OF WOODLAND OR SCRUB OR PROPOSALS TO PLANT NEW 
WOODLAND . 
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18 ANY WEATHERPROOF TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS WHICH YOU OWN OR ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR MUST BE MAINTAINED IN A WEATHERPROOF CONDITION 
USING TRADITIONAL MATERIALS. 

19 DO NOT DAMAGE, DESTROY OR REMOVE ANY FEATURE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL OR 
HISTORICAL VALUE OR INTEREST. 

20 OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE ON SITING AND MATERIALS BEFORE CONSTRUCTING 
BUILDINGS, ROADS AND OTHER ENGINEERING OPERATIONS WHICH DO NOT 
REQUIRE PLANNING PERMISSION OR PRIOR NOTIFICATION DETERMINATION BY 
THE LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY. 

Where water levels are managed in accordance with both of the 
following additional prescriptions, a supplementary payment will 
be made on the area of grassland concerned. 

21 MAINTAIN DITCH WATER LEVELS AT NOT LESS THAN 30 CM (12") BELOW 
MEAN FIELD LEVEL DURING THE PERIOD 1 MAY TO 30 NOVEMBER. 

22 DURING THE PERIOD 1 DECEMBER TO 30 APRIL MAINTAIN WATER LEVELS AT 
MEAN FIELD LEVEL SO AS TO CREATE SHALLOW POOLS AND DO NOT LET 
WATER OUT OF DITCHES UNTIL THIS HAS BEEN ACHIEVED EXCEPT UNDER 
FLOOD WARNING CONDITIONS. 

TIER 2 



Participants in the scheme may also wish to enter an agreement under this Tier 
for which separate annual payments would be made. 

Aim: - to revert arable land and ley grassland less than 5 years old to 

permanent grassland. 

1 CEASE ARABLE OR INTENSIVE GRASSLAND PRODUCTION. WITHIN 12 MONTHS 
OF THE START OF YOUR AGREEMENT ESTABLISH A PERMANENT GRASS SWARD, 
USING SUITABLE SPECIES CHOSEN FROM AN APPROVED LIST. 

2 DURING THE FIRST 12 MONTHS OF THE AGREEMENT DO NOT APPLY ANY OF 
THE FOLLOWING WITHOUT OBTAINING PRIOR APPROVAL 

I) ORGANIC AND INORGANIC FERTILISER 
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II) LIME, SLAG OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO REDUCE THE ACIDITY OF 
THE SOIL 

III) PESTICIDES 

3 CUT THE GRASS AND REMOVE AS HAY DURING THE FIRST 3 YEARS OF YOUR 
AGREEMENT AND GRAZE THE AFTERMATH. DO NOT CUT THE GRASS BEFORE 
THE 8 JULY. 

4 FROM THE START OF YOUR AGREEMENT YOU MUST FOLLOW ALL THE TIER 1 
PRESCRIPTIONS FROM "7 DO NOT FILL IN ANY EXISTING DITCHES...'* 

5 AFTER THE FIRST TWELVE MONTHS YOU MUST ALSO FOLLOW THE REMAINING 
PRESCRIPTIONS IN TIER 1 . 
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CONSERVATION PLAN 



In order to complete the scheme, there will be a conservation plan designed to 
encourage specific capital works to enhance the environmental character of the 
area. Acceptance of any item into the plan would be at the discretion of the 
Ministry . 

The appropriate works are as follows: 

1 THE CONSTRUCTION OF BUNDS, SLUICES OR OTHER WORKS TO RAISE DITCH 
WATER LEVELS 

2 THE RE- INSTATEMENT OF FORMER DITCHES 

3 THE RE-INSTATEMENT OF PONDS 

4 THE CREATION OR RESTORATION OF REED BEDS 

5 THE PROVISION OF TIMBER GATES AND TIMBER WING FENCING 

6 REINTRODUCTION OF POLLARDING MANAGEMENT AND PLANTING OF TREES 
INCLUDING WILLOWS FOR FUTURE POLLARDING. 

7 THE CONSTRUCTION OR RE-CONSTRUCTION OF CULVERTS AND OTHER FARM 
DITCH CROSSINGS 

B THE PLANTING, LAYING AND COPPICING OF HEDGES 

9 THE CREATION OR IMPROVEMENT OF HERB RICH GRASSLAND, WORKS TO 

PROTECT HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURES AND ANY OTHER WORKS 
AS APPROVED BY THE MINISTER TO ENHANCE THE ENVIRONMENT. 
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SOUTH WESSEX DOWNS ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA 



CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 
Introduction 



1 . The Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) Scheme was 
introduced by the Ministry in 1987 to help safeguard areas 
of the countryside where the landscape, wildlife or historic 
interest is of national importance. There are at present 10 
ESAs in different parts of England. A further 12 will be 
introduced over the next two years . 

2. In November 1991 the Minister announced his intention 
to designate an ESA based on the chalk grassland of the 
North Dorset and South Wiltshire Downs • This doc um ent 
outlines proposals for the introduction of the new ESA in 
the summer of 1992. It will be called the South Wessex 
Downs ESA. 

The Area 



3. The proposed area to be covered by the ESA consists of 
2 distinct areas to the W and S W of Salisbury and is shown 
on the map at the end of this document. It extends to some 
42,000 hectares and is based on the scarp and higher dip 
slopes of the chalk downs. The landscape, ecological and 
archaeological value of these downs combine to produce a 
distinctive area of high environmental value. 

4. The area has important areas of downland turf amounting 
to 15% of the national total of chalk grassland. This is 
one of the richest wildlife resources in the country. It 
has a wealth of plant species and provides essential habitat 
for many birds, butterflies and other insects. 



5. Alongside the grazed downland is a patchwork of arable 
cultivation and improved permanent pasture, creating a 
large scale and open landscape which complements traditional 
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downland . This is particularly so where permanent pasture 
predominates . 

6. Nestling within the landscape are small stream valleys 
with wet meadows and ditches which provide valuable habitats 
for wildlife. There are also groupings of traditional 
buildings of high architectural interest in the valleys. 
Throughout the area there are numerous small woods and 
copses. In some places there is a network of hedges. 

7. The area contains an exceptional richness of 
archaeological remains varying from isolated sites, such as 
single earthworks, to wider areas where the extent and 
distribution of sites gives the impression of an 
archaeological landscape. Over 200 sites of archaeological 
and historic value have been identified. 

8. Traditional farming practices associated with sheep 
grazing and dairying have contributed greatly to the 
environmental quality of the area. However, the areas of 
species rich chalk grassland and river valley grassland are 
in decline as more intensive farming practices have spread. 
The predominantly grassed landscape of the downs is also 
diminishing because of the spread of arable cultivation. 
Associated with these changes, the characteristic downland 
landscape features including hedges and traditional farm 
buildings are disappearing. 

Aims of the ESA 



9. In order to conserve and enhance the characteristic 
chalk downland landscape and habitats, and to protect 
features of historic interest, it is proposed that the aims 
of the ESA should be: 

to maintain and enhance the downland landscape; 
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- to maintain and enhance the area of species rich 
chalk downland; 

to maintain and enhance the area of species rich 
river valley grassland; 

- to maintain and enhance the area of other 
grassland; 

to increase the nature conservation quality of the 
arable land by encouraging conservation headlands; 

to conserve the range of archaeological and 
historical features. 

How the ESA will work 



1 0 . The scheme will be open to those who farm the land in 

the designated area. It will be entirely voluntary. Those 
who wish to join it will enter into agreements with the 
Ministry which are binding and which last for ten years, but 

with the option of termination after five years. In return 

for entering into these agreements, farmers will receive an 
annual payment on each hectare of land within the ESA. The 

rates of payment will be announced when the scheme is 

finalised and opens for applications after the consultation 
period. Participants may in addition be eligible to receive 
grants towards the cost of carrying out a range of eligible 
works specified in a conservation plan. 

1 1 . The details of the proposed ESA scheme for the South 
Wessex Downs are given in the Annex. 

Your views 



1 2 . Views are sought on the proposals for the new ESA 
contained in this document. Comments should be sent to: 
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Mr D J Fuller 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

Room 349 

Nobel House 

1 7 Smith Square 

London SW1 P 3 JR 

13. To be taken into account, comments should be received 
by 24 April 1992. 



Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

March 1992 
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ANNEX 



SOUTH WESSEX DOWNS 

PROPOSED MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS 

In order to achieve the aims identified in paragraph 9 of the consultation 
document, it is proposed that the South Wessex Downs ESA should have a set of 
basic management prescriptions covering the whole farm within the ESA 
boundaries (Tier 1 ) with which all participants would be expected to comply, 
plus optional, more stringent, prescriptions applying to specified areas (Tier 
2). Payments for Tier 2 would only be available on appropriate parts of the 
farm, subject to agreement with the Ministry. 

TIER 1 : 

All participants in the scheme would agree to comply with the conditions of 
this Tier. 

Aim: - to maintain and enhance the downland landscape 

to maintain and enhance the areas of grassland 
to conserve the range of archaeological and historical features. 
The following prescriptions would apply to all of the farm:- 

1 . MAINTAIN EXISTING FIELD BOUNDARIES AND DO NOT REMOVE ANY HEDGES , 
WALLS OR PART THEREOF. MAINTAIN STOCKPROOF HEDGES AND WALLS IN A 
STOCKPROOF CONDITION USING TRADITIONAL METHODS AND MATERIALS. 

2. KEEP FENCE LINES FREE FROM BRAMBLES, THORN AND OTHER OVERGROWTH AS 
AGREED IN ADVANCE. 

3. DO NOT ERECT ANY PERMANENT FENCES WITHOUT PRIOR AGREEMENT. 

4. RETAIN AND MANAGE TREES, AND POLLARDED WILLOWS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE LOCAL CUSTOM. 
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5. DO NOT PLANT ANY ADDITIONAL TREES, HEDGES OR WOODLAND WITHOUT 
PRIOR AGREEMENT. 

6. DO NOT ALLOW ANY ADDITIONAL SCRUB TO BECOME ESTABLISHED WITHOUT 
PRIOR AGREEMENT. 

7. WITHIN 2 YEARS OF THE START OF THE AGREEMENT OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE 
ON THE MANAGEMENT OF ALL WOODLAND, TREES, HEDGES AND SCRUB. 

8. MAINTAIN ANY EXISTING DITCHES AND STREAMS BY MECHANICAL MEANS NOT 
SPRAYS . 

9. PROTECT AND MAINTAIN EXISTING PONDS AND DEW PONDS. 

10. DO NOT DAMAGE, DESTROY OR REMOVE ANY FEATURE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL OR 
HISTORICAL VALUE OR INTEREST. 

1 1 . RESTRICT SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING OF LIVESTOCK TO AREAS AGREED IN 

ADVANCE. 

12. ANY WEATHERPROOF TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS YOU OWN OR FOR WHICH 
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE MUST BE MAINTAINED IN A WEATHERPROOF CONDITION 
USING TRADITIONAL MATERIALS. 

13. OBTAIN WRITTEN ADVICE ON SITING AND MATERIALS BEFORE CONSTRUCTING 
ROADS OR ANY OTHER ENGINEERING OPERATIONS WHICH DO NOT REQUIRE 
PLANNING CONSENT OR PRIOR NOTIFICATION DETERMINATION BY THE LOCAL 
PLANNING AUTHORITY. 

14. DO NOT PLANT GAME COVER CROPS WITHOUT PRIOR AGREEMENT. 

15. SHEEP DIP MUST BE DISPOSED OF SAFELY AND NOT SPREAD WHERE IT MAY 
AFFECT AREAS OF NATURE CONSERVATION VALUE. 

In addition, for the areas of permanent grassland on the farm agreement 
holders will be required to observe the following prescriptions in 

return for which a separate payment will be made on the grassland area: 

16. MAINTAIN PERMANENT GRASSLAND. DO NOT EXCAVATE, PLOUGH, LEVEL OR 
RESEED. 
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17. GRAZE WITH CATTLE OR SHEEP BUT DO NOT CAUSE POACHING, UNDERGRAZING 
OR OVERGRAZING. 

18. IF YOU CUT THE LAND FOR HAY OR SILAGE GRAZE THE AFTERMATH. 

19. DO NOT TOP OR CUT THE GRASS AFTER 31 AUGUST IN ANY YEAR. 

20. DO NOT INSTALL ANY NEW DRAINAGE SYSTEM NOR SUBSTANTIALLY MODIFY 
ANY EXISTING DRAINAGE SYSTEM SO AS TO BRING ABOUT AN IMPROVEMENT. 

21. DO NOT USE FUNGICIDES AND INSECTICIDES. 

22. DO NOT APPLY HERBICIDES EXCEPT TO CONTROL NETTLES, CREEPING 
BUTTERCUP, SPEAR THISTLE, CREEPING OR FIELD THISTLE, CURLED DOCK, 
BROADLEAVED DOCK OR RAGWORT. APPLY HERBICIDES BY WEEDWIPER OR 
SPOT TREATMENT. 

23. DO NOT USE LIME, SLAG OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO REDUCE SOIL 
ACIDITY. 

24. DO NOT EXCEED YOUR EXISTING LEVEL OF INORGANIC FERTILISER AND IN 

ANY CASE DO NOT EXCEED 90 KG NITROGEN, 40 KG PHOSPHATE AND 40 KG 
POTASH PER HA PER YEAR. DO NOT EXCEED YOUR EXISTING LEVEL OF 

ORGANIC FERTILISER AND IN ANY CASE DO NOT EXCEED 30 TONNES PER HA. 

rtt addition, for the areas of down land turf on the farm agreement 

holders will be required to observe the following prescriptions in 

return for which a separate payment will be made on the downland turf 
area. 

25. DO NOT CHAIN HARROW OR ROLL. NO FORM OF CULTIVATION IS ALLOWED. 

26. DO NOT CUT THE GRASS FOR HAY OR SILAGE WITHOUT PRIOR AGREEMENT . 

27. DO NOT APPLY ANY INORGANIC OR ORGANIC FERTILISER. 



TIER 2: 



All Tier 2 pescriptions will be additional to Tier 1 prescriptions 1-15 
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TIER 2A 



Aim: - to create new areas of downland turf. 

Al CEASE ARABLE, LEY OR INTENSIVE GRASSLAND PRODUCTION. WITHIN 

TWELVE MONTHS OF THE START OF YOUR AGREEMENT ESTABLISH A PERMANENT 
GRASS SWARD USING SUITABLE SPECIES CHOSEN FROM AN APPROVED LIST. 

A2 DURING THE FIRST TWELVE MONTHS OF THE AGREEMENT DO NOT APPLY ANY 

OF THE FOLLOWING WITHOUT OBTAINING PRIOR APPROVAL 

I) ORGANIC AND INORGANIC FERTILISER 

II) LIME, SLAG OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO REDUCE THE ACIDITY OF 
THE SOIL 



III) PESTICIDES 

A3 CUT THE GRASS AND REMOVE AS HAY OR SILAGE DURING THE FIRST 3 YEARS 
AND GRAZE THE AFTERMATH. DO NOT CUT THE GRASS BEFORE 8 JULY. 

A4 ONCE DOWNLAND TURF IS ESTABLISHED ALL REMAINING TIER 1 
PRESCRIPTIONS FOR DOWNLAND TURF MUST BE FOLLOWED. 



TIER 2B 



Aim: the reversion of arable to permanent grassland 

Bl CEASE ARABLE OR LEY GRASSLAND PRODUCTION OF UNDER 5 YEARS AND 
ESTABLISH A PERMANENT GRASS SWARD WITHIN TWELVE MONTHS OF THE 
START OF THE AGREEMENT. 

B2 DURING THE FIRST 12 MONTHS OF THE AGREEMENT DO NOT APPLY ANY OF 
THE FOLLOWING WITHOUT OBTAINING PRIOR APPROVAL 

I) ORGANIC AND INORGANIC FERTILISER 
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II) LIME, SLAG OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE TO REDUCE THE ACIDITY OF 
THE SOIL 

III) PESTICIDES 

B3 AFTER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PERMANENT GRASSLAND YOU MUST FOLLOW ALL 
TIER 1 PRESCRIPTIONS UP TO NO 23 AND APPLY NO MORE THAN 90 KG 
NITROGEN, 40 KG PHOSPATE AND 40 KG POTASH PER HA PER YEAR AND NO 
MORE THAN 30 TONNES PER HA OF ORGANIC FERTILISER. 

TIER 2C 



Aim: to increase the nature conservation quality of arable land by creating 

conservation headlands. 

Cl DO NOT APPLY ANY INSECTICIDES TO A STRIP AT LEAST 6 M WIDE AT THE 
EDGE OF ANY ARABLE FIELD EXCEPT BETWEEN 31 AUGUST AND THE 
FOLLOWING 1 JANAURY. THE STRIP MAY CONTINUE TO BE CROPPED. 

C2 DO NOT APPLY HERBICIDES TO THE STRIP OTHER THAN : - 

TRI-ALLATE, DICLOFOP-METHYL, DIFENZOQUAT, 

FLAMPROP-M- ISOPROPYL, BENZOYLPROPETHYL OR 
FENOXAPROPETHYL 



GLYPHOSATE PROVIDED IT IS APPLIED IN THE PRE-HARVEST PERIOD 

BY SPOT TREATMENT AND SOLELY FOR THE CONTROL OF COUCH, 
BLACK BENT OR ONION COUCH 

FLUROXYPYR PROVIDED IT IS APPLIED BY SPOT TREATMENT AND 
SOLELY FOR THE CONTROL OF CLEA VERS 



OTHER HERBICIDES AND THEIR METHOD OF APPLICATION WHICH MAT 
BE APPROVED BY THE MINISTER 



C3 



YOU MAY REGULARLY CULTIVATE AND APPLY HERBICIDES TO A I 

STRIP ON THE EDGE OF THE CONSERVATION HEADLAND ALONGSIDi 
BOUNDARY. 



METRE 

FIELD 
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TIER 2D 



Aim: to increase the nature conservation quality of river valley grassland. 

To qualify the land must have both a high water table and a species rich 
sward . 

D1 DO NOT USE A CHAIN HARROW OR ROLLER BETWEEN 31 MARCH AND 1 JULY. 

D2 DO NOT APPLY ANY INORGANIC OR ORGANIC FERTILISER. 

D3 DO NOT MOW BEFORE 8 JULY. 

D4 IF YOU CUT GRASS FOR SILAGE WILT AND TURN IT BEFORE REMOVAL AND 

GRAZE THE AFTERMATH. 
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CONSERVATION PLAN 



In order to complete the scheme, there will be a conservation plan designed to 

encourage specific capital works to enhance the environmental character of the 

area. Acceptance of any item into the plan would be at the discretion of the 
Ministry 

The appropriate works are as follows: 



1. 


PROVISION OF WATER SUPPLIES AND FENCING ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
RE-INTRODUCTION OF GRAZING. 


2. 


THE REMOVAL OF SCRUB. 


3. 


THE PLANTING, LAYING AND COPPICING OF HEDGES. 


4. 


THE RENOVATION OF TRADITIONAL FARM BUILDINGS USING TRADITIONAL 

materials. 


5. 


the removal/relocation of permanent fences. 


6 . 


the reintroduction of pollarding management and placing of 

WILLOWS FOR FUTURE POLLARDING. THE PLANTING OF OTHER TREES. 


7. 


THE CREATION OR RESTORATION OF DEW PONDS, DITCHES, WORKS TO 
K Tr.CT HISTORICAL OR ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURES AND ANY OTHER WORKS 
AS APPROVED BY THE MINISTER TO ENHANCE THE ENVIRONMENT. 
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